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COVID UPDATES - NOVEMBER 24TH

Provincial Health Office (Dr. Henry)
VIA SPORT (governing body for all sport in BC)
BC Soccer (governing body for soccer in BC)
Districts and Leagues (governs clubs)
Coastal FC / clubs (govern teams)
Teams/Parents/Players

Dear Coastal FC Parents/Members,

Firstly, I hope you are doing well under the circumstances, and finding a way to stay healthy and
positive during these difficult times.

I wanted to send an update with respect to soccer and Coastal FC, since there have been so many
adjustments throughout the course of this short season. This is a rather lengthy email, but
hopefully you take the time to read and have an understanding of what is going on at the club and
ultimately it may help you understand the challenges that are impacting your family’s soccer
experience this year.

Please keep in mind that we have thousands of players in a variety of programs, so not all
members are impacted at the same time, in the same way. What applies to one group, may not
apply to another and this email is designed to provide some general information, so that you are
in a better position to understand the challenges and how things impact the club and ultimately
you.

This year all of the changes and rules we are faced with are guided by health directives. The
hierarchy of decision making in this regard looks like this:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

What this means in practice, is that every time we see Dr. Henry on the news,  there is a trickle
down impact on our operations. The challenge lately is that her press conferences have been later
in the week and/or on the weekend, which has created the requirement for fast response from all
of the groups falling under her leadership.  Oftentimes the directives that come out are generic
and apply across industry, which requires clarification for a sport and soccer specific application.
Again, this requires time, patience, and the flexibility to adapt quickly.
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Inability to come in contact (distance soccer training)
Spectator restrictions 
Game cohort and restricting number of opponents 
No sharing and permitting of players from team to team 
Geographic restrictions (who we play and where)
Indoor soccer modifications

I realize that when changes occur it is disruptive to our families/members. We don’t like to do this
and we have tried to minimize changes as much as possible. With that said, our top priorities are
to keep everyone safe while allowing some soccer to be played. We are following the guidance of
the experts in order to do so and when they adjust their policy, we adapt our programs. It’s really
that simple.

I also understand that people will have different views on the health and sport directives and we
respect that. In turn we ask that you respect the role the club plays in applying these directives
and following the governance model and safety protocols that are being set out for us. Patience,
cooperation, and understanding are going to continue to guide us out of this issue and back to
more normal times in the near future.

Some of the major changes and challenges that have occurred this year (depending on your
program):

These are but a few of the adjustments that we are making, in real time, as new information
presents itself.

As of yesterday, here is a listing of some of the key directives that are most likely to impact you:

NO SPECTATORS
We know this is so incredibly difficult for families; especially in the younger age groups. We can
appreciate the importance of your kids seeing you there, cheering them on, and sharing those
moments as a family. Unfortunately this is something that has become a hard and fast rule that
we must follow. Even the City, who provides us fields, has indicated that non-compliance will result
in us losing access to facilities and getting shut down. We ask that you assist your child getting to
and from their field, but that you do not stay at the field for their practice or game.
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RESTRICTED TRAVEL
As of now, all games must be played within Surrey/White Rock. We are no longer allowed to travel
for games or have others travel to us. This has been tightened from inside our health authority
recently. What this means is that many of our schedules are requiring modifications and
adjustments. This is no small task, especially given other restrictions that are in place. There was
some discussion around not allowing players who live outside of Surrey/White Rock to participate
on our teams; however, this is not currently a rule and therefore anyone who is registered to a
Coastal FC team, irrespective of residency, can participate.

COHORT (GROUPS OF 4)
All of our teams are restricted in terms of the number of teams they can play. There is some
fatigue setting in with the lack of variety of opposition and we know this. To make matters worse,
if you are in a group of three it may be the case that you have a BYE every third week. The cohort
model exists in all sports and schools at this time.

QUARANTINE BREAKS
Anytime we have to adjust a cohort and mix up opposition we are required to “rest teams” for a
period of two weeks (equals one missed game weekend).  Originally these adjustments were
planned around holidays and natural breaks, to avoid disrupting a weekend of play. Unfortunately
as new directives have come up we have been forced to re-set cohorts more frequently. This past
weekend we had to cancel any games and groups that had teams from outside of Surrey.

In the end these changes, adjustments, and sacrifices are temporary. We are asking for your
continued patience, cooperation, and understanding as we all navigate through this, together.  I
can appreciate that everyone is experiencing the impacts of this pandemic differently and we
respect the pressure and stress that has caused many of you. We are trying to keep soccer played,
for those who are comfortable in participating, in the safest possible way.  Frankly it’s not about
the winning and losing and all of the short term benefits of the game. It’s about putting kids on the
fields with some friends and getting some exercise while having some laughs. If these are our
guiding principles for this year and we can all agree on this, we can achieve them and plan for
more normal soccer to occur soon enough.  Please try and not sweat the small things, the
inconveniences, and the things we can’t control.
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The road to recovery may take some time, but we are feeling much better about that outlook as
we start to plan for spring 2021. We understand you will have questions about programs,
budgets/fees, etc… and we will provide answers as transparently and quickly as possible. The
reality is this year is different, unlike anything ever seen before and hopefully like nothing in the
future.  This makes it incredibly difficult to plan, budget, and communicate. The staff and board of
directors are constantly meeting to review and we will continue to provide updates as they are
available.

If you have any questions, please ask. Please get information first hand without circulating
misinformation in your networks or on social media. Our website is generally updated and our
staff are available to answer any questions that you can’t find on the website. Response times may
not be as quick as we would like, based on all of the demands on our time at the moment, but we
will make sure you have accurate information.

In conclusion thank you for your trust, patience, understanding, cooperation and most
importantly being a member of the club and community that is pulling together at this time. We
will be able to put this behind us shortly and in the meantime stay safe, healthy, and positive.

Regards,

Chris Murphy 
Executive Director 
Coastal FC 
cmurphy@coastalfc.ca


